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THE SHIPS MOTTO: “ESSE QUAM VIDERI” - TO BE RATHER THAN SEEM TO BE!

FROM THE EDITOR

A defining moment in the recent history of the U. S. Navy and the concept of the
various instances of naval seapower in the 20th century has become known as “The
Tonkin Gulf Incident.”
Volumes of books and untold hours of press have already been devoted to this
subject over the past several decades concerning the Tonkin Gulf Incident (TGI),
which took place on 2 August and 4 August 1964 in the Tonkin Gulf off the coast
of Vietnam and precipitated a 10 year involvement in the ground war in Vietnam.
On the front page of this newsletter is a picture of the front cover of the new book:
FOLLOWING ORDERS: ‘PROTECT A U. S. ASSET.’
We mentioned previously that Chad James, the author of this book, has provided a
detailed compendium of the events leading up to, during, and after the actual
incident itself. His references include an in-depth discussion of the current at the
time strategic and tactical situation leading up to the incident over the first three
chapters. The next several chapters outline a detailed review of the occurrences
immediately following the attacks.
Chad closes his treatment with a lengthy list of eye-witnesses who testified to the
events, and follows up with four separate bibliographies and an appendix of
relevant documents.
If you ever wanted to understand what really happened during the “Tonkin Gulf
Incident,” this book would be a good place to start.
I have personally reviewed some 132 pages of declassified message traffic
(PACFLT, CINCPACFLT, NSA, CIA, DOD, and White House) who were addees
on these messages. This data was only declassified and released in 2019. Until
that time the details of communications between the North Vietnamese naval
forces involved in these engagements were not well known nor understood.
Note that the U.S. Naval History and Heritage Command, Navy Yard, Washington,
D.C. has already accepted the book to be placed into their Archive Library.
You can contact Chad James directly if you are interested in this fascinating
work.
Email: chadjamesproducts@gmail.com
Home phone: 520-241-3589
Shipping order address online: www.cjeproducts.com

I want to extend to all my shipmates and all members of the TJRG family best
wishes of the season! Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to each and every
one of you and your families!
Dave Leverenz

